Picture Book 


Greatness of Simplicity 


Sri Rajendra Prasad, first President of India, took 
admission in Presidency College. Simplicity was the 
ingrained quality of his personality. On the first day, in the 
college, he was wearing simple kurta, Pajama and cap. Other 
students were in coat, pant and tie. 

He thought that most of those students were Anglo- 
Indians, while they all ridiculed him. When the Professor 
came in class, all students learnt the names and details of 
each other and were surprised. 

Rajendra Babu was surprised to know that all students 
were Indians. Other students were astonished to know that 
Rajendra Babu, whom they considered an uncivilized person, 
had topped the University. They were amazed on his 
intellectual greatness, as also his simplicity and Indian dress. 
In future, they never ridiculed him. 

Same Rajendra Babu later became the first President of 
India. 
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Effect of Bad Company 


Chamupati, the Emperor of Mithila, was worried due to 
mischievous nature of his son Rajkumar Srivatsa. After 
returning from Gurukul, Rajkumar behaved properly for a few 
days. Later, his nature became aggressive. His conduct was 
not becoming of noble descent. It was thought that perhaps 
marriage may set him right, but the condition did not improve. 

To change his disturbed mind, Emperor went to attend a 
Yagya in the Ashram of Maharshi Shyawashwa. His first stop 
was at a place where dangerous dacoits of Aranyajait Nayak 
operated. While half-asleep, Emperor heard a small parrot 
saying—“Today we have got a very good prey. May he be the 
Emperor? Quickly slain him and get the booty for whole life.” 
As per intellectual sayings, he at once left that place. 

Next morning, he reached Maharshi’s Ashram. Here 
again, a parrot welcomed him saying—“Maharaj ! Come, you 
are welcome to this Ashram. You are the chief guest of today’s 
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Yagya.” Astonished emperor looked at the parrot and 
said—“How sweet you are ! There was another parrot in the 
night, whose voice frightened me. What a great difference 
between you two!” 

Parrot said—“Maharaj ! That parrot of Aranyajait is my 
younger brother. I apologize for his arrogance. Actually, this is 
the effect of his company. He is living among dacoits and their 
bad Sanskars are influencing him. I am fortunate to live in the 
company of Maharshi in this enlightened Ashram.” 

Maharshi Shyawashwa, standing near to welcome the 
Emperor, said—“Maharaj, you get the point. Your Rajkumar 
lives in the company of mischievous and arrogant friends. Their 
bad Sanskars are influencing his nature. Please change his 
friends and surrounding atmosphere. Rajkumar will change 
himself.” 

Now the Emperor realized that bad Sanskars of friends 
badly influence the delicate feelings of a child. If the child gets 
good friends, they may act like good guardian and tutor for him. 
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Srikrishna and Vidur’s meal 


Vidurji was very unhappy due to illegal and immoral deeds of 
Dhritrashtra and Duryodhan. He thought that their evil habits 
and food will also adversely effect him. So he left their company 
and started living in a hut outside the city alongwith his wife 
Sulbha. They used to pluck green herbs from the forest and boil 
for their meals. They engaged themselves in benevolent deeds 
and prayers to God. 

To solve the dispute between Pandavas and Kauravas, 
Srikrishna went to Dhritrashtra as a mediator, but all his efforts 
failed. Kauravas requested him to have meals with them but he 
refused and went to the hut of Vidurji. There he asked for food. 

Vidurji was worried that he would have to serve boiled herbs 
to the God. He asked—“You were hungry and Kauravas were 
requesting you for meals, then why you refused them ?” 

Sri Krishna replied—‘Uncle ! 
How could I relish 
that food which you 
yourself do not 
consider proper to 
_ take? Why you think 
that I will not like the 
_ food that you take 
daily?” 
Vidurji 
_ became emotional 
and thought that 
God takes into 
/ account only the 
' sentiments of a 
_ person. He feeds the 
whole world, so 
_ where is the problem 
of food for him ? 
| Both enjoyed the 
divine meal of boiled 
herbs. 
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Adverse Thinking under Kalpavuriksha 


A man was going to some village. In the way, he felt hungry, 
thirsty and tired. He decided to take rest under a tree. He felt 
delighted under the cool shadow of the tree. He thought—“Had 
there been some water also to drink ?” Just then, he saw a spring 
of water come up nearby. He quenched his thirst. 

Next he thought that it would have been so good if he could 
get something to eat. Soon, a plate of delicious food appeared 
before him. He enjoyed the meal and thought of a bed to sleep. 
Now, acomfortable bed was present there. 

Seeing all this, he became afraid and thought that there 
seems to be some demon nearby. Soon a demon was standing 
before him. He thought this demon may not eat him. As he 
thought, so, the demon ate that man. 

Actually, that tree was Kalpavriksha, which fulfils all 
desires coming in the mind. Every person’s thinking and morale 
are just like Kalpavriksha. Those having good and positive 
thinking always succeed in life. 
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Value of Time 


A person heard a sant saying that time is very valuable 
and one can get its desired price. He went to people and 
started saying, “My time is very costly. You can have it at the 
rate of hundred rupees per day.” 

People asked—“What will you do in the time that we will 
purchase from you ?” 

That man said—I am selling my time and you can use it 
as you wish. Why shall I do any labour ?” People ridiculed him 
and some called him mad. He again went to the sant and 
complained that he could get nothing for his time. 

Sant laughed and said—“Son ! One always gets value for 
his time. It is like a blank cheque. One has to write the amount 
with his labour as pen and thoughts as ink. Every moment can 
become extremely valuable provided you make its best use 
and spread intellectual thoughts. Good thoughts and hard 
labour make the time valuable.” 

One has to repent in the end, if he wastes time uselessly. 


P . e- AN © . 
ga Be Boss OP Oa), 
D a hh re 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Flower’s Glorious Sentiments 


Maharshi Jawali saw a blooming Brahmakamal. 
Admiring its beauty and fragrance, he thought to offer it at the 
feet of Shivji. 

Flower was pleased to see Maharshi coming but was also 
surprised and asked the reason of his coming. Jawali said—“I 
want to give you the honour of living near Shiuji, so I have come 
to pluck you.” 

Flower’s pleasure turned into depression. Maharshi asked 
the reason for sadness. To this flower replied—“*Who will not 
like to live near Shivji ? Gods never desire such petty things 
like flower. I am not worried that I will be at loss. Even, in that 
condition, I will be giving some help to small insects, butterflies 
and honey-bees. It is enough for me. Later, I will be seen 
converted as 
manure and 
will be of use to 
plants since I 
was also born 
from mother 
earth.” 

Maharshi 
appreciated 
the glorious 
sentiments of 
flower and left 
it blooming. 
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Who is Excellent ? 


There were three hills at a place. Nearby, there were deep 
ravines. Once deities saw these hills and asked their desires. 

First hill said—“I want to be very tall so that people may 
see me from far away.” Second one said—“Please make me 
green and full of natural resources so that people may feel 
attraction for me.” Third one said—“Please demolish me to 
level these ravines so that all this area may become fertile and 
worth living.” Deities fulfilled their desires and went back. 

After one year, they came again to see the result. First hill 
had become taller and visible from a distance but nobody went 
near it. Second one was full of natural resources and dense 
forest but none dared to enter it due to dangerous animals. & 
Third one had sacrificed itself to RE 
level the ravines. Now, people a 
were living and cultivating 
on this fertile land. 

Deities named that 
area on the name of the 
third hill. The idea of 
making the whole area 
useful for all, even at 
the cost of own 
existence, was really 
excellent. 
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Distrust 


Julius Caesar, President of Rome, was attacked by 
conspirators. Caesar was unarmed at that time but was trying 
to somehow save himself. After sometime, his most trusted 
friend Brutus also came there. He, too attacked Caesar. This 
became unbearable. He was heart broken due to distrust of his 
friend. Caesar looked at Brutus and said—“Friend ! You are 


Caesar lost courage to defend and fell down dead. A 
friend’s distrust really breaks the heart. 
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Gate was not Opened 


King of Jodhpur, alongwith his army, had gone to a battle- 
field. Seeing his army loosing, he ran away for his life. In the 
night, he reached his fort and knocked the door. Guards 
informed the queen, as in night, door could be opened only on 
her orders. 

Queen heard everything and ordered that door should not 
be opened. She sent a message to the king—“Had you been the 
king of Jodhpur, you would not have run away from battlefield. 
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Either you would have come victorious or your dead body would 
have come. A fugitive like you could be a fake person.” 

King got this message of his queen through the guards. He 
returned back to the battle-field with full force and vigour. 
Finally, he won and returned victorious. 

In our country, cowardice is 
disgrace. Either win the war o rdi 


lered to be the greatest 
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Don’t be Dependent on Others 


Wife of a moneyed person died. He had four sons, who were 
all well settled. He distributed all his belongings and property 
among his sons. His sons were married. He started living with 
his eldest son. 

After some days, wife of his eldest son said—“Our expenses 
have increased and we could not live freely also. Send your 
father to the second brother.” Now he started living with his 
second son but the story was repeated again. Similarly, third 
and fourth sons also avoided him on the same pretext. 

He did not loose heart and opened a small shop to sell fruits 
and vegetables 
to maintain 
himself. He 
advised his 
customers to 
keep enough 
provision for old 
age, otherwise 
they may also 
have to repent 
like him. 

One 
must be self 
dependant 
and do some 
social service 
also. 
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True Reverence 


Dharmad and Viradh were two disciples of Bajisrawa. 
Both had great reverence for their Guru and also wanted to 
prove it. 

They approached Bajisrawa and asked—“Gurudev kindly 
tell who is a better disciple ?” Guru said—‘“First explain your 
conduct, then I will decide.” 

Dharmad said—“Dev ! Throughout my stay in Ashram, I 
have followed all your orders without if and but. I never cared 
to examine or argue upon your orders and blindly followed 
them. Can there be any greater reverence for you ?” 

Gurudev smiled and looked towards Viradh. He 
said—“Bhagwan ! I always crave for true knowledge and also 
have great reverence for you. I also minutely examine 
everything to be sure : oe 
that it is based on true 
knowledge. Truth is 
more valuable and I 
am prepared to 
sacrifice everything 
for it.” 

Guru said — 
“Dharmad ! Reverence 
based on true knowledge — 
is always great. Blind 
faith is of no use. Hence | 
Viradh is better.” 
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Hospitality to the Sheep 


A Rajpoot had a cow and a sheep at his house. One day, calf 
asked the cow—“No body cares for us but this black and ugly 
kid of sheep is looked after and fed lovingly by everyone. Why 
so?” 

Mother cow kept quiet and later told—“You will get the 
reply after few days.” 

The day for offering before Devi came, sheep’s kid was 
beheaded and offered to deity. Calf took a sigh of relief. He 
realized that there is always danger behind extra caring. 
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Proper use of Talents 


A jeweller reached the Durbar of a King with a very precious 
diamond. He requested the King to get it evaluated by his jewellers. They 
examined the diamond but could not come to proper decision. Then, an 
old jeweller came, looked at the diamond carefully and said—“Its value is 
rupees ninety nine Lakhs.” 

King asked—“Why ninety-nine Lakhs only ? Why not full one Crore ?” 
Old jeweller placed that diamond in the centre and placed 100 other 
diamonds arround it at equal angle. Light after refraction through the 
central diamond fell on 99 diamonds leaving one without light. “This is 
the small defect in it, that is why I had not said full one Crore.” 

King was very much pleased and ordered to give suitable reward to 
the old jeweler. A sant was also sitting there. He said—“Maharqj ! Give 
him the reward but, on my behalf, please put a handful of dust on his 
head.” King was surprised on this strange suggestion and asked for the 
reason. Sant replied—“He has already 
proved his credibility and must be 
rewarded. But, he has wasted 
such an excellent talent just 
in examining stones. He never 
thought about the Almighty, 
who gifted him such a talented 
brain. Had he used this talent 
for benevolent deeds, he 
would have risen to 
unthinkable heights.” 
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Dialogue between Two dead Bodies 


Two dead bodies were lying on cremation ground. One corpse 
looked upon the other and smiled. Other one asked—“Brother ! 
We both are in same situation, then what makes you smile ?” 

First one smilingly said—“Brother ! You don’t remember that 
we were class-mates. After finishing education, you got involved 
in business and remained always busy in money matters and 
luxuries. Even now, you are counting your wealth.” 

“And what about you ?” other one asked. 

“Throughout my life, I earned just sufficient for my needs and 
remained happy. Even after death, I have same -peace and 
pleasure. Goodby, now I go.” Saying this, 
first corpse proceeded to the pyre while ~~ 
the other one was still involved in his ; 
problems. 

It is said that the thoughts that 
remain in the mind of a person, go with 
him even after death. 
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Useless Ego 


A Jagirdar was telling about his land and luxurious 
properties in detail to philosopher Sukrat. His egoistic talks 
continued for quiet a long time. Sukrat placed the map of 
world before him and asked—“Show me the place where your 
properties are ?” 

All that was not mentioned in the map. Only the province 
was shown like a small dot. He pointed towards that. Sukrat 
again asked—“This is the province. Please show me your 
property.” Jagirdar said—“In this my property could be less 
than a needle-point.” 

Sukrat laughed and told that in the whole universe, 
our earth is just like a dot. He further said—“Your property is 
so insignificant on this earth. In relation to the universe, it 
would be all the more negligible. Then why you boast for it ?” 

One shall never feel proud about his property and 
possessions. 
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Kuber’s Discretion and Devotion 


A son was born to Bisrawa. His name was Kuber. He was 
very ugly and had unsymmetrical body. People ridiculed him. 
Kuber was distressed to see the foolish conduct of people. Even 
his family members laughed at him. Kuber resolved to prove 
that proper utilization of human body can make one great. 
Instead of bodily beauty, qualities of a person are important. 
Hence, he must develop his qualities. 
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Kuber did hard penance to increase his qualities. His 
father and grandfather also helped him. Dieties were highly 
impressed by his discretion and devotion and made him 
custodian of all treasures—a Lokapal and King of Alkapuri. 

Kuber, god of wealth, increased his qualities and is now 
worshipped by all. 
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Why Luxmiji Returned ? 


Earlier virtues (Punya) of a Seth finished. He had not 
performed new virtuous deeds. Luxmiji comes only in return 
of virtues and goes back when they are finished. Hence, she 
told the Seth in his dream that she was going back. Seth made 
all possible requests but she was not prepared to stay. 
However, she agreed to fulfill one of his desires. 

Seth asked—“My family members may live with 
cooperation and may be valorous and restraintful.” Luxmiji 
agreed to give this boon and went away. 

After few days Luxmiji returned back. Seth asked its 
reason to which she said—“Cooperation, valour, hard labour 
are all great virtues and as such, I have to remain here. That 
family was pleased to see Luxmiji back in their home. They 
strived hard to ensure that she may not go back again. 
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Slave of Habits 


Those days, social worker Ravi Shankar Maharaj was busy in 
eradicating the evil of drinking in the Zamindars of Saurashtra. 
Many had left this bad habit. One day, a Zamindar said—“Maharqj ! 
I really want to leave drinking but liquor do not leave me.” Ravi 
Shankar invited him to his home on the coming day. 

Next day, at the appointed time, Zamindar reached there. He 
saw Ravi Shanker clasping a pillar. Zamindar said—“Maharqj ! I 
have come. Please tell me what you want to say.” Ravi Shankar 
replied—“Brother ! How can I talk to you ? This pillar has caught me 
and is not leaving me. When I am freed, I will talk.” 

Zamindar laughed and said—“Maharaj ! This is a lifeless pillar. 
How can it catch or leave anybody ?” 

fiavi Shanker left the pillar at once and said—“That is what I 

want to say. Liquor is also a 
lifeless thing. 
How can it 
~ eatch hold an 
intelligent 
person ?” 

Zamindar 
left drinking 
from that 
moment. He 
realized 

“that habits 
‘ can never be 
-; *_ our master. 
| > Actually, 
we become 
slave of 
habits. 
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Search of Successor 


A student Vidrudh took admission in the Gurukul of 
Maharshi Jaratkaru. He found this student very brilliant. He 
told him that one can become great if he passes the test of 
bravery and valour alongwith studying scriptures and 
inspiring books. Vidrudh promised to do according to |. 
Maharshi’s advice. a3 

He was given hundred cows to tend and rear x . 
and return when their number increases to 
one thousand. Study material was also given 
to him. Vidrudh took twelve years for this. 
The number of cows became one thousand 
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and all were of robust health. During this period, he came in 
contact with several intellectual persons and faced many 
problems. All this made him extremely talented. When he 
returned, he had divine glow on his face. He had learnt a lot 
more by practical application of knowledge than what he 
would have learnt in the Ashram. 

Jaratkaru was extremely happy with the great 
success of his disciple. He deputed him to take care 
of the Ashram and went away for other 
important duty. He was looking for an able 
successor and his search was now over. 
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Ganga descended on Earth 


For the salvation of his ancestors, whose souls were in 
badly distressed state, it was essential for Ganga to descend 
on earth. Bhagirath knew it that if Ganga descends on earth, 
the wandering souls of his ancestors will attain salvation and 
all the living beings and vegitation on earth will also be 
benefited. He renounced the luxuries of his palace and started 
hard penance for this. 


Ganga agreed to descend on earth. God Shankar endured 
her force on his hairs and finally Ganga river started flowing 
on earth. Bhagirath was not capable to perform this task but 
since he wanted to do it for public welfare he got divine help 
and also favour of God Shiv. 


Bhagirath’s ancestors attained salvation due to ESN yj 
river Ganga and his fame spread far and wide. More ‘2 W/ 


important was that his effort benefited all living 
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Jeanu’s School 


An old philosopher Jeanu of Yunan told his friend—‘“I have 
decided to teach people importance of truth and good conduct. 
Place for teaching has also been decided but students are not 
coming to study.” His friend jokingly said—“You bring few sheep 
and teach them. Men may not join your school.” 

With great difficulty, two boys came, who were considered as 
half mad and headache by all. Jeenu started teaching them. People 
remarked—“Old man has got a pastime.” 

But when these two students completed the training and 
returned home, they were totally transformed. People appreciated 
their nature and life style. Now the rush of students increased so 
much that the school became University. The old philosopher 
Jeenu and his school became famous in the whole world. 

Learned persons never get dejected. They lead illiterate and 
immoral persons towards greatness. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


25 


Proper Diagnosis 


A king fell ill. Digestion of food stopped. Whenever he took 
anything, he had pain in his stomach. Royal Vaidya was 
treating him and tried several medicines but he was not 
cured. Other Vaidyas were also called but they too failed. All 
the Vaidyas were puzzled. 

Now they decided to check king’s daily routine. They 
noticed that due to heavy work, king used to have lunch in 


Durbar itself. They diagnosed the root cause of his illness. 
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They told the King—“Rajan ! You stop taking lunch in 
Durbar. When you take food, other persons present there are 
mostly hungry. They look at you with craving eyes. First, you 
feed them and thereafter take your meals. Try this and you 
will have no problem.” 

King followed this advice. He took food when all others had 
already taken. Pain of the stomach vanished and he became 
healthy. Queens became happy and ministers were satisfied. 
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Baba Raghava Das 


A monk was just preparing to sit for meditation when he 
heard a great noise. It was coming from the village where 
flames were going up. It seemed that whole horizon was 
burning. He left meditation and without loosing any time 
rushed towards the village. His feet started bleeding due to 
thorns and stones in the way. He did not care and continued 
running till he reached the village. 

He saw a big Haveli engulfed in flames. People were 
crying. House owner was shouting—“Some one come for 
help. Two oxen are tied inside.” None could dare to enter and 
save the oxen. 

Monk became extremely compassionate. He wrapped a 
blanket and entered the Haveli. He searched and untied the 
oxen. By this time flames reached the main door. People were 
worried for the monk and oxen. Monk somehow jumped out 
of the door and oxen also came out safe. Later, fire was 
extinguished by all of them. 


anes _ Now monk went back for meditation. His time for 


worship was disturbed but he was 
extremely happy and 
grateful to God, 
because he got 
an opportunity 

to serve people 

» and God both. 
f) This monk 
was—Baba 
Raghava Das. 


~ 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


28 


6 


Determination of Subhash Chandra Bose 


When Subhash was just a child, one night he was sleeping 
with his mother. Suddenly, he got up, left the bed and slept on 
ground. When his mother asked, he replied—“Today, teacher 
told us that our ancestors were Rishi and Muni. They used to 
sleep on ground and followed very hard life style. I will also 
become a Rishi, hence I am practicing hard life style.” 

His father also woke up and said—“My son ! Nobody 
becomes a Rishi by sleeping on ground. For this, one has to gain 
knowledge and also do service to others. When you grow up, you 
must do all this. Right now, you sleep with your mother.” 

His father’s advice went deep into the mind of Subhash 
Chandra. He devoted his time in serious study and earned 
brilliance. He also passed the toughest competition of I. C.S. He 
got a chance to become a top-ranking officer. But Subhash 
Chandra said in firm tone—“I have fixed the goal of my life in 
childhood. I will serve my motherland.” 

He remained firm on his determination till 
death. Great men are like him. They have 
clear vision and firm 
determination since 
childhood. 
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True Virtue 


King of Kushinagar was famous for purchasing the 
virtues of people. He had installed a weighing scale. Those 
willing to sell their virtues had to write details of their honest 
earnings on a paper and put on one pan. According to their 
value, gold coins appeared on the other pan. 

State of Jainagar was captured by enemy and its king, 
alongwith his wife and children, had to fled from there in the 
night. He could not even take some money for daily needs. 
When they reached at safe distance, they thought as to how 
they will survive ? Queen suggested—“You have always been 
doing benevolent deeds. You may sell some of your virtues to 
the King of Kushinagar.” 

King agreed but it was difficult to go upto Kushinagar 
without anything to eat. Queen came up with an idea and 
said—‘I will grind the grains in the homes of villagers to earn 
and will save also for journey. King will prepare the meals.” 

One day, king was preparing bread. As he was not 
accustomed to do this, his fingers also burnt. When the food 
was ready, a beggar reached there and said that he was very 
hungry. Queen said—“We may remain without food for one 

th -_—s day 'more. First feed 
, him.” King gave all 
the food to beggar 
and the whole family 
moved on with empty 
stomach. After 10 
days, they could 
reach Kushinagar. In 
the way, queen did 
the job of grinding 
grains while King 
prepared meal. 
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King of Jainagar expressed before the king of Kushinagar 
his intention to sell his virtues. He replied—“Please go upto 
the weighing machine, write on a paper whatever you have 
honestly earned and put on the pan. King of Jainagar wrote on 
a paper a number of his previous deeds and placed on the pan 
but he could not get anything. The priest present there 
said—“Write details only of whatever you have done by 
personal labour.” 

King recalled the incident of giving food to the beggar. He 
mentioned the details and placed on the pan. In return, he was 
given one hundred gold coins. 

Priest clarified—“If something earned honestly by self 
labour is given in charity, that is considered as true virtue and 
gives good result.” 

King thanked the queen for her sincere advice, due to 
which he could realize the value of true virtue. 


, wy 
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Brave Vivekanand 


Once, during childhood, Vivekanand and his friends were 
returning from a fair. Enroute one of his friend fell down 
before a Tonga in such a manner that he could be crushed 
there. Everybody started shouting but none came forward for 
help. 

Vivekanand jumped like lightning and stood before the 
horse. Due to his sudden action, horse was surprised and 
deviated from its route. His friend was pulled to safety. 

Vivekanand was very brave since childhood. 
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